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Reflection and Transmission Characteristics
of an Uncoincidental Junction on
Rectangular Dielectric Waveguides

KAZUHITO MATSUMURA, SENIORMEMBER,IEEE, AND YOSHIRO TOMABECHI, MEMBER,IEEE

Abstract —A novel approach to the analysis of an uncoincidental junc-

tion in rectangular dielectric waveguide (RDWG) is presented. The bouud-

ary condition equations on the junctiou plane are presented through the

tangential components of guided modes and radiation modes which are

excited at the discontinuity. To obtain the reflection and transmission

coefficients at the dkeontinuity, the equations are transformed into the

spectral domain by the two-dhnensional Fourier transformation. In the

spectral domain, the orthogonal relationship between the guided and

radiation modes is used to determine the reflection and transmission

coefficients approximately. The parameters corresponding to the phase

constant of the radiation fields in the spectral domain are defined by using

an iterative calculation. The reflection and transmission coefficients are

determined exactly. These coefficients are compared with 10 GHz band

experiments. Our analysis is found to be in good agreement with experi-

mental results.

I. INTRODUCTION

DIELECTRIC waveguide which has a rectangular cross

section is an important element in integrated circuits
for millimeter, submillimeter, and optical wave ranges. It is

necessary to know the reflection, transmission, and radia-

tion characteristics at discontinuities on the guides when
the integrated circuit is designed. In previous work, these

problems have for the most part been treated as coupling
problems between solid-state lasers and slab waveguides.

Rozzi [1] presented a variational treatment for the
diffraction of TE and TM waves on the discontinuity and
solved the problem by the Ritz-Galerkin approach. The

guide discontinuity was analyzed by means of the least-
squares boundary residual method [2].

On the other hand, Hockham [3] solved the problems of
solid-state laser radiation by introducing the radiation
mode, which is expressed in spectral form. Lewin [4], [5]
analyzed a similar problem by taking into account the
reflected guided mode components which Hockham had

neglected.
Takenaka et al. [6] improved upon Lewin’s method.

They transformed the boundary condition equations at the
slab waveguide junction into the spectral domain and,
using an iterative method, calculated the ratio of the
electric to the magnetic field on the junction more pre-
cisely.
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Fig. 1. Uncoincidental Junction of rectangular dielectric waveguide and
coordinate system.

We extended Takenaka’s method to three-dimensional
problems and analyzed the characteristics of an abruptly

ended rectangular dielectric waveguide (RDWG) [7] and of
a coaxial junction of different sizes of RDWG [8].

In this paper, we present the reflection and transmission

characteristics of an uncoincidental junction of a RDWG
by applying the analytical method in [7] and [8].

Outlines of the analytical approaches are as follows. (1)
The electromagnetic field on the uncoincidental junction
plane is expressed by guided and radiation mode fields. (2)

A pair of field equations which must be satisfied with

boundary conditions on the junction plane is defined. (3)
The two-dimensional Fourier transformation is introduced
and applied to these equations. (4) These equations are
solved to obtain the approximate radiation mode field by
introducing the phase constant of the radiation mode. (5)
Considering the orthogonal relations between guided and
radiation modes, these phase constants are made to con-
verge to a constant value by means of an iterative method.

Then, the reflection and transmission coefficients are also

converged to final values.

H. ANALYSIS

A. Field Expression on Junction Plane

An uncoincidental jurlction in a RDWG with dielectric
constant c,( ~ and coordinate system are shown in Fig. 1.
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Fig. 2. Field components around the uncoincldental junction.

Waveguides #1 and #2 are assumed to be single-mode

waveguides and to have the same dimensions. The funda-

mental EL mode propagates on waveguide # 1 from nega-

tive infinity of z. An approximated field expression of the
guided mode (13i) has been given in [9, appendix]. Two
guides are joined uncoincidentally at z = O. The surround-
ing region of the guide has a dielectric constant e. and a
permeability PO. As the main field components of the EL

mode are Ey and Hx, we concentrate our attention on
them. Referring to Fig. 2, we obtain the following bound-
ary condition equations:

E;(x, y)

+ROE;(X, y)+~~~mR(PX, Py)

XE; (P.,PY,X>Y ) dpX dpy

=ToE;(x, y)

+Jmfm~(PxjPy)E.: (Px>P.vjx7Y) 4LdP, (1)
00

H:(x,y)-RoH;(x,y)

-~mjm~(px,py)~;(p.,p,>x>y)dp.~py
00

= ToH;(x, y)

+jm/m~(~xpy)~;(px,pyx,~)d~xd~y (2)
00

In the above equations, 13j(x, y) and H:(x, y) are

the electric and magnetic fields of the incident guided
modes. R o and To are the reflection and transmission
coefficients of the guided mode fields. J?J( PX,pv, x, y) and

M;( PX,PY,X, .v) are the electric and magnetic field compo-
nents of the transmitted radiation mode, respectively.

R( P., P,) and ~(px, Py) are the reflection and transmission
coefficients of the radiation mode fields. The quantities pX
and pY are transverse phase constants of the radiation

modes. In the above expression, the superscripts i and t
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Fig. 3. Distribution of the dielectric constant around the uncoincidental
junction.

indicate the incident and transmitted components. The

superscript r, which will appear in (4) through (7), indi-

cates the reflected component.
The two-dimensional Fourier transformation (TDFT) is

introduced to put (1) and (2) into the spectral form:

where v and v are the spectral variables.

Substituting (3) into (1) and (2), we obtain

boundary conditions in the spectral domain:

(l+ RO)ei(p, v)+#’(p, v)

=Toe’(p, v)+cf’(p,v)

(l- Ro)h’(p, v)+%’r(p, v)

=Toh’(p,v)+. %’’(p,v)

the following

(4)

(5)

where e‘( p, v) and A’(P, v) are spectral expressions of the
electric and magnetic fields of the guided mode. In the
above equations, the effects of the shift of guide axes in
both the x and the y direction on the discontinuity plane
are taken into account:

et(p, v) CXez(p,~)eJ(Pc–v~)

where c and d indicate shifting quantities of the x and y
axes, respectively. The quantities &”’( p, v) and = ‘“C(p, v)
are spectral expressions of the radiation mode fields, which
were shown in integral form in (1) and (2).

As the field components expressed in the spectral do-
main should be satisfied with Maxwell’s equation, the
following relations can be obtained for the front and back
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sides of the junction:

A’(p, v) = ye’(p, v) forz<O (6)

lJc&+
lJ(~, v)=– — ~ et(p,~) forz>O (7)

where ~ is a phase constant of the guided mode in both

guides # 1 and #2. The quantities ~_ and E+ represent

the relative dielectric constant distribution in the back and

front regions of the junction as shown in Fig. 3 [9].

From (6) and (7), the following relations are assumed to

be kept for the radiation modes:

6)coE _

x’(p, v)= (f’(p, v)
P(w>v)

(8)

(9)

In the above equations, the parameters p (p, v) and q(p, v)

have the following physical meaning: p (p, v) is the phase

constant of radiation modes in the spectral domain for the
z < () region (llllWG # 1 side), and q (p, v) is the con-

stant for the region of z >0 (#2 side).
Since p (p, v) and q(p, v) cannot be defined exactly at

this stage, we use the following expression as the zeroth-
order approximation [7], [8]:

P(P, V)=9(P>V)

The above-mentioned expression means that p(p, v) and

q(p, v) are the phase constants in the spectral domain of a
plane wave in a homogeneous medium with dielectric

constant [5].

As the cores of waveguides #1 and #2 occupy a very
small region in the surrounding media, we may use (10) as

the zeroth-order approximation. The constants p (p, v) and

q(p, v) me made to converge to constant values by an
iterative approach, as shown below.

B. Derivation of the Reflection Coefficient R ~ and
Transmission Coefficient TO

As a result of substituting (8) and (9) into (4) and (5),
the spectral forms of the reflected and transmitted radia-

. .Co ,. .Cm

tion electric fields can be obtained as follows:
1

cf’(p,v) =

(

~+ <_
ueo

q(p, v) + P(p, v) }

[
. (RO-l)hz(p, v)-(l+RO)ez(p, v)*

+ ( }]~e~(p,~)+~’(p,v)To (11)

1
rf’(p, v)=

[ EL c_ \

[
. (Ro+l)P~j6j) -(l- Ro)h’(p, v)

(

(A)coc_
+ h’(p, v)–

}]
e~(p, v) To . (12)

P(P3V)

These expressions show that the electric field of the
radiation mode in the spectral domain can be expressed as

a function of the field distribution of the guided modes e‘

and h’, the reflection and transmission coefficients R ~ and
To, and the parameters p (p, v) and q(p, v). However, in
this step, the correct values of Ro, TO,p(p, v), and q(p, v)

are not yet known.
To determine R. and To, an orthogonal relationship

between radiation and guided modes is utilized, and the
following procedures with the recurrence relation for

P (P, V) and q(p, V) are introduced.
Step 1: We introduce the orthogonal relation, denoted

Al and AZ, between the electric field of the radiation mode

and the magnetic field of the guided mode as follows. For
z <0 (in the region of RDWG #1),

Al=~M ~w c$’(p,v)h’’(p,v )dpdv (13)
—m —cc

while for z >0 (in the region of RDWG #2),

A2=~~ ~~ &’(p, v)h’*(p, v)dpdv (14)
—w —m

where the * denotes the complex conjugate of a function.

If the parameters p (p, v) and q(p, v) are defined cor-
rectly, R. and To can also be derived correctly by setting

(13) and (14) equal to zero. Unfortunately, (13) and (14)
are not equal to zero, because p ( p, v) and q( p, v) in this
step are given approximately by (10).

Step 2: We start with an iterative calculation for R” and
To by setting (13) and (14) equal to zero. As a result, we
can find a zeroth-order approximated expression for R”
and To as follows:

Li~ ArB~; dpdv. ~ j* A, BP; dp dv –
U

~ AyB~~ dpdv. ~ j~ A, BP; dp dv

To= ‘~ —m —w —cc

L/
w ArB~; dpdv.

U
m AtBP; dpdv – ~ j~ A,B~; dpdv. j jw A,B; dp. dv

—m —m —m —m

(15)

(16)
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where

hr”(p, V)

A,= ~+ C_

~(~,v) ‘P(w)

h“(p, V)
At= ~+ c_

9(P>V) + P(P,~)
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Step 5: Comparing the values of R~ and ~0 (T( and
~0), we must decide whether the calculation procedures

continued or not.

(i)

(ii)

When lR~–fiOl (lT~–~ll) is smaller than acrite-
rion (8), which can be determined by the accuracy
necessary for the calculation, the final result of RO

(TO) is obtaineJl as R,= Rh ~ fio (TO= T~ = ~O).

When lR~– RO\ or IT;–TOI is larger than that

a=p(p, v) or q(p, v) m=iort.

RO and TO can be calculated by means of a numerical
method, and they are referred to in this step as ~~ and ~{.

Step 3: As in step 1, two other parameters, Al and AZ,
are introduced in terms of the magnetic field of the radia-
tion mode and the electric field of the guided mode.

For z <0 (in the region of RDWG #1),

~l=~:mj:mer(~~”)(p~:;))&“(p, V) “dpdv (17)

while for z >0 (in the region of RDWG #2),

(18)

In this step & and ~z are not yet equal to zero owing to
the use of the approximated p (p, v) and q(p, v).

Step 4: ~rocedures similar to those shown in step 2 are
applied to Al and ~ z. Then expressions for R ~ and TOcan

be obtained as follows:

criterion, step 6-should be followed.

Step 6: Approximated recurrence relations for p(p, v)
and q(p, v) are introduced as follows [7], [8]:

1 1 ~ ~l(m)h’(p, V)

P(n+O(P>v) = P(n)(P7v) ‘“4m %3-’’(PV) ’21)

1 1

~(n+,)(P> v) = ~(n)(P> v)
– 4!r2 :;;:(:,: . (22)

In the above equations, it is assumed that the (n+ l)th
field expression is not so different from the (n )th field,
and the incident power of the guided mode in the RDWG
#1 is normalized to 1 W.

Until lR~ – flol, (IT{ – TOI)become smaller than 8, steps
1 through 6 are iterated by substituting (21) and (22) into

(11) and (12).
The above-mentioned method is considered to give an

approximate value of R ~ and TO under the condition
whereby & and ~ ~ are sufficiently small; i.e., the orthogo-
nal relation between the radiation and the guided mode is
approximately satisfied.

HI. NU~RICAL CALCULATIONS

A. Field Expression of Guided Mode on the Rectangular

Dielectric Waveguide

For calculating the reflection and transmission coeffi-

cients, it is nec~ssary to determine the transverse field

(20)

where
expression of the guided modes. However, a rigorous field

c+e~”(p, v)
c,=

c_e’*(p, v)
c,=

expression for a rectangular dielectric waveguide has not

9(P>V) P(IJ, V) “ been found. In this paper, an approximated field expres-
c+c+

P(P, V) q(p, v)c-+c+ sion of the guided mode is introduced and, used. The
transverse plane on the waveguide is divided into nine

RO and To as calculated here are written as fiO and ~O. subregions (as shown in Fig. 4) and the field distribution
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Fig. 4. Nine subregions for field expression of guided mode on the
rectangular dielectric waveguide.

in each region is defined explicitly:

Ey(x, y) = – ~Acos(k.xx)cos( kyY)
‘Jf o~ rex

in region 1 (23)

b
Ey(x, y) = –

()
—/f COS kx~ cOs(kYY)e-Y,(lxl-a/2)
@f o~ rex

in regions 2 and 3 (24)

P b
Ey(x, y) = –

(1
‘A COS (kXx) cos kyz e-YY(lJ-~/Z)
UC06C

in regions 4 and 5 (25)

. ~–7.(lxl–a/2)e– YY(l.~1–~/’2)

in regions 6, 7, 8, and 9. (26)

B. Calculation Results

Three types of uncoincidental junction are shown in Fig.

5. Guide axes of type I are displaced by c only in the y

direction. Axes of type II are displaced by d only in the x
direction. Axes of type III are displaced by c and d in
both the x and the y direction. The calculation of R. and
To has been carried out with the following dimensions:
relative dielectric constant of both waveguides c, = 2.01:
cross section of the guide, 20x 20 mm; frequency, 10 GHz.

An iterative calculation is carried out until the values of
Al and Al are reduced to values smaller than a criterion of
10-6. Then the resulting R. and To can be seen to con-
verge to steady values. In this example, it requires four
iterative calculations to converge R ~ and To for type I and
two iterations for type II.

Calculated results for uncoincidental displacement value

versus IROI2, ITOI2, and P, are shown in Figs. 6 to 8. In
these figures, the input power of the guided mode is
normalized to 1 W. Dotted lines show the experimental
results, which are described in the next section.

1’Y1,2

+“+

TIIiE--01 02
b

x
+

1,2

TYPE 11
+.+

TYPE 111
+’+

Fig. 5. Three types of the uncoincldentaf Junction

The total radiation power P, from the uncoincidental
junction can be obtained from the following relation:

The first term on the right-hand side shows the component
of backward radiation power and the second term is the
forward radiation power.

From the principle of energy conservation, the sum of

]R012, IT012, and l’, should be equal to unity. But in our
calculations, the discrepancy between this sum and unity is
less than 0.0003.

IV. EXPERIMENTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Fig. 9 shows an experimental setup to measure the
transmission coefficient of the guided mode on the uncoin-
cidental junction of rectangular dielectric waveguides. On
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the junction plane, two guides (#1 and #2) are jointed
uncoincidentally with an x and,/or y displacement. The
displacement value can be varied precisely with a guide

mounting mechanism. Both waveguides have 20 mm X 20

mm ,cross sections, a length of approximately 1 m, and a
relative dielectric constant of 2.01. The E~l mode of 10
GHz is launched into waveguide #1 with a mode launcher.
The wave is transmitted through waveguide #2 over the
junction and finally reaches the detector.

Measured results of the transmksion coefficient (TO) are
shown in Figs. 6 to 8 as dottecl marks. The results are
found to be in good agreement with the calculated results.

As the incident E~l mode has a y-directed polarization,
the uncoincidental junction in which the guide axes are
displaced in the y direction (as type I in Fig. 5) is referred

to as the y displacement. On the contrary, type II is
referred to as the x displacement,

From the above studies, a relationship between the
direction of displacement and RO, To, and P, can be found
as follows:

1) On the transmission coeffi~cient To, the y displace-
ment, gives a value about twice that of the x dis-
placement for the same displacement amount.

2) On the reflection coefficierlt RO, the x displacement
gives a value about ten times greater than that of
the same amount of the y displacement.

3) Total radiation power P, from the junction of the x

displacement is about 1.1 times that of the Y dis-

placement.

V. CONCLUSIONS

Reflection, transmission, and radiation characteristics
of the uncoincidental junction of rectangular dielectric
waveguide are studied by a newly introduced analytical
method and by experiments. As a result it is found that the
uncoincidental junction in which the waveguide axes are
displaced in the y direction, that is, the same direction as
the electric field polmization of the guided mode, gives a
relatively small reflection coefficj ent R ~ and a larger TO
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than for an x displacement, even though both displace-
ments are of the same amount.

The characteristics for the case where the guide axes are

displaced in the c to x and d to y directions are also
obtained. The characteristics for this case have never been
obtained from the previous dielectric slab approximation.

The analytical method and results of this study will be
useful -in analyzing the rectangular dielectric waveguide
junction for integrated circuits in the millimeter through
optical wave region and in determining the allowance for

uncoincidental displacement of the-guides.the
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